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route data
Pilgrim Walk
Distance 32.4 km

Duration 9:25 h

Ascent 552 m

Descent 343 m

Difficulty -

Stamina

Technique

Altitude

3 m

407 m

Best time of year

DECNOVOCT

SEPAUGJUL

JUNMAYAPR

MARFEBJAN

Ratings
Authors

Experience

Landscape

Community

More route data

Angus Carrick
Update: November 14, 2023

For more information, see Angus&Sue's website.

The turn off from the Norte on to the Primitivo: A
historical church and monastery, then hills and roads,
ending up in a large town.

This is where the Camino has various options to join
the Camino Primitivo or continue on the Camino del
Norte.

We decided to head for Oviedo and the Primitivo, so
after a hearty breakfast in a local cafe we set off. The
day started well, but cold, and a fellow Scot took a
picture of us at the first fork to the Primitivo. We had a
look around a little church, where unfortunately Sue
left her map and a shell she had bought, before
continuing onward on the Primitivo. We took a detour
before San Pedro to the magnificent monestary in San

Salvador de Valdedios, a fascinating place with a tiny
9th century church and a now abandoned monastery
dating from the 12th to the 19th century. From there
we struggled uphill to a pass, with no coffee shop, only
a closed garage and strong winds, where we ate our
lunch on a dilapidated bench in the wind. The path
wound down old roads to the valley, but from there we
were on hard roads for some time - not shown on the
pictures! We found a bar with a grumpy waiter where
we had hot Colacaco and cake to keep us going, and
saw some people from Lourdes travelling with donkeys.
After more roads, we stopped at a picnic area for a
snack, where Sue tripped over a blue string and hurt
her leg. After that we had less main roads, with some
deviations on old roads and finally through woods and
past a church into the town. The town was large and
not very pleasant, but eventually we found the hostel,
and after some initial confusion were welcomed by the
friendly hosts. We were given a menu card for pilgrim
meals in a local restaurant, so we made our way to it,
tried some local specialties, staggered back past an
alien flying saucer, and collapsed exhausted to bed.

Takeaway route for iPhone and Android

 Pilgrim Walk

S27 Way of St. James (Camino) Villaviciosa to ...

8 / 11

https://www.carrick.ch/jakobsweg/spain/spain027/index.html


Scan QR code, save this route
offline, share with friends and
more...
Website
https://out.ac/IPBLMH
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Monastery of San Salvador de Valdedios
Photo: Angus Carrick, Community
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